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PUEBLO MÁGICO

Todos Santos, 50 miles north of Cabo San Lucas, has long been a day-trip destination
for those in search of colorful art galleries and fantastic surfing. This summer, travelers
will be able to make Todos Santos the first and final stop on a dream getaway.

A

thoughtful development called Tres Santos has been in the making for several years. Instead of eschewing local villages and neighborhoods, like so many beachfront resorts do, Tres Santos is being
built to embrace the historic village of Todos Santos.
The story of this special place begins in the late 17th century when Jesuits founded
the first mission in Baja California Sur. A quarter of a century later, the Jesuits recognized the natural attributes that made this Todos Santos land a true oasis in the middle
of the Baja desert. Thanks to an aquifer, the ground was fertile and lush and would ultimately be cultivated for two centuries by the Santa Ana, Villarino, Dominguez, and Salgado families, who raised livestock, harvested fruits and vegetables, and transformed
Todos Santos into the sugar cane capital of Baja. Revolution, drought, and WWII eventually brought the downfall of the cane sugar industry. When the sugar mills closed ¦
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Scenes of Todos Santos. Just a three-hour flight
from San Francisco, Tres Santos is located on
the Pacific Coast of Baja California Sur in Todos
Santos, the jewel of Baja, California. Tres Santos
offers a trio of landscapes—Beach, Town Farm,
and Hillside. Residents have their choice of two
small villages, Town Farm, and Beach. Each has
its own distinct setting and ambiance, now
seamlessly connected by the area’s first townto-beach recreational path.

in the early 1950s, many local families were
forced to seek opportunity elsewhere, leaving the
town isolated and hollow. But some things never
left—the innate beauty of the place and its rich
architecture continued to draw artists to Todos
Santos even while it slumbered.
With the upswing in the economy, Todos
Santos has found new life. The Mexican Tourist
Bureau has designated it a “Pueblo Mágico” for
its culture, history, and architecture, and the surrounding sugar cane fields have been renewed as
small sustainable production farms. The vision
for the community of Tres Santos is deeply
rooted in the town’s way of life, culture, and
mindset. It is being designed as a place where
people reunite with friends and families and
reawaken their sense of self.
Set on a beautiful canvas with the Sierra Laguna Mountains on one side and the Pacific
Coast on the other, residences at Tres Santos offer a trio of landscapes—Beach, Town Farm, and Hillside. A new hiking and biking
path has just been completed linking Tres Santos with the nearby
town, where visitors and homeowners are free to explore the local
coffee shop, general store, restaurant, and farmer’s market. ¦
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Taking advantage of its mild climate (ranging from an average
temperature of 70oF in the winter to 85oF in the summer), a typical day in Tres Santos might include visiting Baja Beans for
some locally roasted coffee and baked goods. Once you are powered up, you can—in no particular order—swim, surf, live in flipflops, try a rosemary and lime paleta, take a cooking course or a
drawing class, eat ice cream in the zocalo, mountain bike, check
out the galleries, do Zumba with the locals and shake it like
you’ve never shaken it before, swim with whale sharks, take a
taco tour, ride cruiser bikes, conduct a comparative analysis of
salsas or tequilas or Mexican beer or all of the above, explore
endless beaches, take a cliff walk, bird watch, practice yoga, attend a dharma talk, pick mangos, read, unwind, eat paper-thin
wood-fired pizza, get a massage—you get the idea.
For those with a green thumb, the new 1.5-acre organic community garden comes complete with winding paths and sitting
areas. Seasonal produce is at residents’ fingertips, including zucchini, watermelon, basil, and tomatoes, among others. ¦
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The new Tres Santos “Villa Flora” threebedroom garden cottages take advantage
of their location next to the organic community garden with open floor plans, spacious patios, and optional rooftop decks
for a full indoor/outdoor experience—perfect for throwing some fresh vegetables on
the barbeque grill, spending time with
neighbors, and enjoying the Baja sunset.
“The simple, thoughtful design of these
homes complements the architectural history of the region, while also providing a
lot of living space within a relatively compact footprint,” says Marketing Director
Wayne Trudeau. Inside these two-story
homes, the views are stunning and unobstructed, with open-style floorplans and generous ceiling heights that allow for living areas to spill effortlessly out to mountain, sea,
and garden views.
For visitors experiencing Tres Santos for the first time, you’ll soon be able to book
into the highly anticipated, 32-room Hotel San Cristobal (currently under construction) designed by Liz Lampert of Bunkhouse, owners of highly acclaimed Hotel San
Jose in Austin. We say: pack those flip-flops and head South of the Border! N

42 | G E N T R Y D E S T I N AT I O N S

